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	APPLICATION FORM GUIDE



Application form Guide for PowerUp NetZero OPEN CALL for INNOVATION PROJECTs 
This document presents the content of the application form for PowerUp NetZero open call for innovation projects. It is intended to be only a guide for the compilation of the online form available here: 
https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/PowerUpNetZero_Call_InnovationProjects
Please do not upload or send this document. Only applications submitted via this link will be considered eligible.
1. PROJECT DETAILS
Acronym: 
Complete title:

2. CONSORTIUM DATA
2.1 Coordinator SME contact details (1st applicant)
	[bookmark: _Toc146279978]SME name:
	

	SME VAT Number:
	

	Enter your PIC Number if you have it:
How to get it?
	

	SME website:
	

	SME address:
	

	Country in which the applicant SME is located [List of EU Countries]
	Single choice from list

	Region (NUTS 2, 2024): 
Please, find your NUTS 2, starting from your Country. The 2024 version to consider can be found here: 
NUTS Maps - Eurostat (europa.eu)
	


2.1.1 Contact person details
	[bookmark: _Hlk180499013]Name:
	

	Last name:
	

	Position:
	

	Email address:
	

	Cellphone number (with prefix):
	


2.1.2 Description of the SME
Organisation size, as number of people employed in the organisation (Headcount in Annual Work Unit) 
[SMEs must have less than 250 employees]:
· Less than 10 (micro)
· Less than 50 (small)
· Less than 250 (medium)
· More than 250 (large) – not eligible for funding
What is the main sector of the organisation (open question):




Description of your SME (core business, competences, experience).
(max. 2,000 characters including spaces)


Is the SME a member of an PowerUp NetZero partner cluster? If yes, please select (single choice):
· Fondazione Piemonte Innova – FPI: Polo ICT | Cluster Smart Communities (IT)
· bwcon research (DE)
· ICT Cluster (BG)
· Clúster de Movilidad y Logística de Euskadi – MLC (ES)
· Environment Park – CLEVER (IT)
· TECES Green Tech Cluster (SI)
· Other cluster: which one?
· Not a member of any cluster
The PowerUp NetZero project seeks gender balance, diversity protection and social inclusion. Therefore, applicants to the PowerUp NetZero OPEN CALL FOR INNOVATION PROJECTS are invited to take all measures to promote equal opportunities between men and women in the implementation of the action as well as address diversity including poorer consumers, disabled people, and older people. How does the consortia address and support gender equality, diversity and inclusion? 
(max. 500 characters including spaces)



2.2 SME contact details - 2nd applicant
	SME name:
	

	SME VAT Number:
	

	Enter your PIC Number if you have it:
How to get it?
	

	SME website:
	

	SME address:
	

	Country in which the applicant SME is located [List of EU Countries]
	Single choice from list

	Region (NUTS 2, 2024): 
Please, find your NUTS 2, starting from your Country. The 2024 version to consider can be found here: 
NUTS Maps - Eurostat (europa.eu)
	


2.2.1 Contact person details
	Name:
	

	Last name:
	

	Position:
	

	Email address:
	

	Cellphone number (with prefix):
	


2.2.2 Description of the SME
Organisation size, as number of people employed in the organisation (Headcount in Annual Work Unit) 
[SMEs must have less than 250 employees]:
· Less than 10 (micro)
· Less than 50 (small)
· Less than 250 (medium)
· More than 250 (large) – not eligible for funding
What is the main sector of the organisation (open question):



Is the SME a member of an PowerUp NetZero partner cluster? If yes, please select (single choice):
· Fondazione Piemonte Innova – FPI: Polo ICT | Cluster Smart Communities (IT)
· bwcon research (DE)
· ICT Cluster (BG)
· Clúster de Movilidad y Logística de Euskadi – MLC (ES)
· Environment Park – CLEVER (IT)
· TECES Green Tech Cluster (SI)
· Other cluster: which one?
· Not a member of any cluster

Description of your SME (core business, competences, experience).
(max. 2,000 characters including spaces)


The PowerUp NetZero project seeks gender balance, diversity protection and social inclusion. Therefore, applicants to the PowerUp NetZero OPEN CALL FOR INNOVATION PROJECTS are invited to take all measures to promote equal opportunities between men and women in the implementation of the action as well as address diversity including poorer consumers, disabled people, and older people. How does your company address and support gender equality, diversity and inclusion? 
(max. 500 characters including spaces)


In case of more than 2 partners, there is an option to add it, with the same fields as above.

3. [bookmark: _Toc132561188]PROJECT PROPOSAL DESCRIPTION 
In this section, you will be asked to provide information about your proposal. These contents will be fundamental during the evaluation process, therefore be sure that they are as coherent as possible with the evaluation criteria presented in the Guidelines for Applicants.
3.1 Project main information
A. Main goal of the project (described in one paragraph) (max 1000 characters)




B. Which PowerUp NetZero topic(s) are you addressing with this proposal? (multiple choice)
Each consortium must propose an application tackling only one of the 2 strands and at least one of the challenges within them. Thus, evaluation will be carried out per strand.
[bookmark: _Toc231988184]Strand A: Topics and challenges related to the 5 NZTs.
	#
	Topics
	Challenges

	1
	Waste management of solar panels and batteries
	1.1. Waste management approaches
1.2. End-of-life management 
1.3. 2nd life strategies

	2
	Materials and critical raw materials concerns
	2.1. innovative materials to enhance performance and applicability of solar panels 
2.2. battery chemistries as an alternative to Li-ion
2.3. alternative materials to substitute the critical ones*

	3
	Storage alternatives to batteries
	3.1. innovative storage alternatives to batteries.
3.2. solutions to improve grid stability and flexibility

	4
	Digital solutions for PowerUp NetZero NZT
	4.1. monitoring solutions to improve accuracy, scalability, cost-efficiency
4.2. predictive maintenance solutions
4.3. Open Battery Management Systems (BMS) 

	5
	Value chain efficiency
	5.1. improve efficiency of hydrogen value chain.
5.2. improve efficiency of Sustainable biofuels value chain.
5.3. improve efficiency of CO2 value chain.

	6
	CO2 and hydrogen coupling 
	6.1. Technologies to improve efficiency and scaling up of coupling CO2 with hydrogen 

	7
	Carbon capture technologies
	7.1. capture technologies for small-scale emitters 
7.2. Direct Air Carbon Capture (DACC)



[bookmark: _Toc231988185]Strand B: City of Turin Challenges

	#
	Topics
	Challenges

	B
	City of Turin Challenges
	B.1. Systems capable of capturing, absorbing, or transforming greenhouse gas emissions.
B.2. Solutions for reducing greenhouse gas emissions in the urban mobility sector. Ensuring a link to batteries, hydrogen, and solar panel integration, etc.
B.3. Digital solutions for predictive analysis; simulation of evolving scenarios; urban and environmental planning; real-time monitoring during implementation.





Section 1 – Excellence (max 30 points)
S1.1.	Ambition: please, explain the project’s main goals, objectives, the proposed approach and the links with the selected STRAND and challenges.
(max. 2.000 characters including spaces)


S1.2.	Innovation: how is the proposed project/solution aligned with the objectives and goals of the SMEs involved in the consortium and which further innovation is expected from it?
(max. 2.000 characters including spaces)


S1.3.	Coherence: please explain how the proposal is aligned with the selected PowerUp NetZero topic(s) and challenge(s) and contribution derived from the development and/or exploitation of Net-Zero Technologies
(max. 2.000 characters including spaces)



Section 2 – Implementation (max 30 points)
S2.1. Appropriateness of the consortium & team: please describe the profile and competences of each organization involved, and their specific role in the implementation of the project, highlighting completeness and complementarity within the staffs involved.
(max. 2.500 characters, including spaces)



S2.2. Soundness of the workplan: please describe the activities and tasks to be developed, mentioning duration, deliverables, potential risks associated and propose their mitigation measures.
This should provide a description of the information presented in the Excel file to be uploaded.
(max. 1500 characters including spaces)


S2.3. Cost-effectiveness of the workplan: describe to what extent are the resources assigned to the project able to achieve the proposed objectives and deliverables
(max. 800 characters including spaces)



S2.3.a Please include an explanation of the Co-funding foreseen by each SME in the project, highlighting the percentages coming from private financial sources.
(max. 1000 characters including spaces)



Section 3 – Impact (max 40 points)
S3.1. To what extent does the project contribute to increasing the innovation and net-zero level of SMEs with clear industrial and market relevance? 
Please also explain the expected environmental and climate impacts of the proposed activities.
(max. 2.000 characters including spaces)



S3.2. To what extent does the project contribute to achieving specific ESG performance levels within the participating companies and/or across the sector?
(max. 1.500 characters including spaces)


S3.3 Please describe the project's business impact (tackling topics such as the  enhancement of existing products or services and/or the development of new market opportunities).
(max. 2.000 characters including spaces) 


S3.4. Please indicate how the activities within the project can be scaled up, i.e. potential application in other industries/end-users, further developments, replicability 
(max. 1.500 characters including spaces)



DOCUMENTS TO UPLOAD
In the current section, documents required to access the evaluation step are listed. Please, be sure of having them completed and signed, if necessary, before proceeding with the online application. All documents must be in English.
Templates for “Activities timeline and budget” and “Declaration of Honour” can be downloaded here

1. CVs of project team
Upload a PDF document with the CVs of the people working in the project TEAM for each SME. The CV acts as evidence of the expertise and competences that the company has to be able to carry out the activities.
2. Activities timeline, budget and KPIs
Please download the excel template, fill it and upload it.
3. Declaration of Honour
Upload a signed version of the Declaration of Honour for each applicant. Each document must be signed by the legal representative of the respective Consortium partner. Please read it carefully before signing.
4. SME Financial Viability Self-Check 
Upload the generated result of the self-check for each of the applicant: Link 

APPLICANT DECLARATIONS
	I declare that the information contained in the application form is correct and complete.
	I declare that I have checked all the information contained in the application if I have used an AI tool to prepare this proposal. (if applicable)
	I declare that the content of the current application form complies with ethical principal (including the highest standards of research integrity – as set out, for instance, in the European Code of conduct for Research Integrity – and including, in particular, avoiding fabrication, falsification, plagiarism or other research misconduct).
	I declare that all SMEs in the Consortium have at least one closed and validated financial year and are established in an eligible country under the Call 
	I declare that, neither myself nor my partner in this project proposal is subject to a conflict of interest with the PowerUp NetZero Consortium.
	I have read the privacy policy available here.
	I have the power to submit this application in the name of the SME involved and have been authorised to include any information not related to myself (i.e. other contacts).
All boxes containing information required by the call guidelines must be clicked in order for this proposal to be elegible and pass to the evaluation phase.
Remember that each SME can receive up to 60.000,00 EUR overall from the PowerUp NetZero open calls.

OTHER USEFUL QUESTIONS (FOR STATISTICAL PURPOSES)
The following questionnaire is not part of the assessment of the Services scheme. However, its completion is required, as the information provided will be used for prioritising the statistical purposes of the project life.
How did you know about this PowerUp NetZero call? [checkbox]
· Project website
· Social media
· Events
· Direct contact from an PowerUp NetZero partner
· Enterprise Europe Network
· Other (please specify):

Are you planning to apply /did you applied to the PowerUp NetZero OPEN CALL FOR BUSINESS INNOVATION AND TECHNOLOGY ADOPTION SERVICES? 
· Yes
· No. 
· I don’t know.

As part of the project, we will organise training sessions. Which topics related to Net-Zero Technologies would you like to deepen in an online workshop / webinar? (open question)
	




Privacy policy available here.
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